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  [Interview Begins] 
Brian Foster: 00:00 I am Dr. Brian Foster sitting with Ms. Gloria High in Ecru, 
Mississippi. Today's date is March 20th, 2021. Ms. Gloria, how 
you doing? 
Gloria High:  I'm doing quite well. 
Brian Foster:  For the record—just for the record—could you say your first and 
last name and your date of birth? 
Gloria High:  Okay. My date of birth. [Smiling] 
Brian Foster:  If you don't mind. [Smiling] 
Gloria High:   Gloria High. Date of birth is April 27, 1950.  
Brian Foster:  1950.  
Gloria High:  Yes. 
Brian Foster:  So I want to go back to around then, to your early years. So, this, 
today, I want to talk a little bit about you, and I want to talk 
about M.B. Mayfield too. First, a little bit about you. So, so, to 
go back to those early years, what are some, what are some 
memories that stand out, let's say from your, let's say just 
childhood memories, anything that comes to mind first or 
quickly for you, some of your fondest childhood memories? 
Gloria High: 01:12 Oh, I came from a large family of seven children, two boys and 
five girls. And, uh, I had a little first cousin, and we played in the 
woods and in the pasture, we ran up and down Hills and, and, 
and we made up all kinds of games and play that children don't 
do anymore. So I really enjoyed that part of my life—
childhood—and, uh, I attended first grade; and, uh, when I 
attended first grade, um, uh, I had a teacher, she thought I was 
exceptional. She moved me to the second grade. So, uh, I went to 
school in Smithville. That's where I was born and reared. I went 
to school there [Smithville] for one year, and then they 
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transferred us to, uh, West Amory High School. And, uh, I 
attended there from 2nd grade through the 11th grade. And my 
senior year, I transferred to Hatley High School, the Hatley 
Tigers. That's the year they integrated. So I was there. I was the 
only Black in my class. I was a senior and for two or three 
months, I wore sunshades and sat in the classroom [nervous 
laughter] cause, I sort of cried, you know? 
Brian Foster:  I was go'n ask, how was that, being the first to integrate? 
Gloria High: 02:52 Yes, that was, it was like six of us that went to the school, but I 
was the only senior. And, uh, that was really hard. I did know a 
few girls there because one of them grew up right, almost, we 
were neighbors; and we played together as childhood, um, 
friends. Okay. And she had a first cousin that would come over, 
and we would all play together. I only knew those two girls, so it 
was hard, you know, it was so hard, but we had a real good 
principal. His name was Winslow Cox. And he told them the 
year before they left school—at the end of the previous school 
year—that he said, he, he told me, he told them that it might be 
some people here that don't look quite like y'all, but you better be 
nice to them, and really basically they were nice to us. 
   And, uh, he took real good care of us. He made sure they treated 
us right. But then he made me think of Matt Dillon. He was big, 
like Gunsmoke, Matt Dillon. And he kept the kids under control. 
So we really didn't have a real problem. We, um, I could go out 
and walk in the hall when the others couldn't, but you know, I 
didn't push that. I didn't do that too often, but, uh, I had some, 
they gave us like a few little privileges and, uh, everything went 
well. It's just, it took about half of the school year to really get 
adjusted. So of course we made friends and, uh, things went 
quite well from there. 
Brian Foster:  Did you, did you know the significance of integrating the school, 
like being on that first wave of students to integrate the school? 
Did you know that that was a big deal? Like,  how were you 
thinking about it back then? 
Gloria High: 04:57 Oh yes, [with enthusiasm] I knew it was a big deal, but you 
know, they had been talking about it, but I thought maybe they 
wouldn't make the seniors, you know, go cause I had gotten my 
class ring with my other group and, um, I got my dad and we 
went, we talked to principals, we talked to everybody we could 
think of so that, uh, um, I could get out of it, but they wouldn't 
let me get out of it, you know? So, and my classmates over in 
West Amory, which was in a predominantly Black 
neighborhood, they were also mad. They were mad and, and uh, 
but, uh, it, wasn't nothing, not anything that we could do. 
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Brian Foster: 05:47 So where did you grow up? Where, where, what's hometown for 
you?  
Gloria High:  Smithville.  
Brian Foster:  Okay. 
Gloria High:  It's, uh, it's a, it's a Smithville address, but we lived in a 
community called "Parham" community; and it's right close to 
the Alabama line. 
Brian Foster:  Parm. Like P-A-R-M. 
Gloria High:  P-A-R-H-A-M, Parham. Yeah. 
Brian Foster:  So beyond the school. So there's this integration moment at the 
school.  
Gloria High:  Mhm. 
Brian Foster:  Beyond the school, what do you remember about that same kind 
of dynamic, like race relations? Was, did any of that trickle over 
into community life? Was there, you know, any kind of reaction 
among community folks to the integration of the school itself or 
even beyond that— 
Gloria High: 06:38 You know, over, and this is in Monroe County [Mississippi]. 
Over in that County, I don't recall anything like that, you know. 
When I look at the, uh, Arkansas group [Little Rock 9], I said, 
we did have that kind of thing, that nobody tried to stop us or 
anything. So what they did, we would take the school bus that 
went to Amory. They would drop us off in Smithville and 
Hatley, like, so we rode a predominantly Black school bus to 
school, and they'd come back through and pick us up in the 
afternoon. That's that was that year, so they made some changes 
after I graduated; and, uh, see I had three more siblings younger 
than me. They didn't go to Hatley. They went to Smithville, you 
know, after I left there. 
Brian Foster:  Tell me about…your family. So you, kind of a big family, you 
said you had, is it 7 siblings? 
Gloria High:  Yeah. It's seven of us.  
Brian Foster:  Seven total. 
Gloria High:  Two boys, and it was five girls. 
Brian Foster: 07:49 All there in the house together? 
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Gloria High: 07:52 Mhm. Well, the, the youngest one, let's see, he came along after 
my two oldest siblings had left home. So, uh— 
Brian Foster:  Still a pretty full house.  
Gloria High:  Yeah, it was. Mhm.  
Brian Foster:  What are some things that you; like, take me back there, to 
again, you still, you still young, so let's say the first, you know, 
10 or 15 years, um, what was the house like? What did, what 
was, tell me a little bit about the family life. 
Gloria High: 08:22 My daddy worked hard. He worked whatever job he could find. 
Most times they worked with the saw mill, you know, and he 
was, um, he was a veteran and, uh, I remember he, him trying to 
get a VA loan to build us a house. And they gave him the run 
around. So he just ended up going through the Farmers Home 
Administration. That's what he ended up doing because they 
would never let him have the VA loan. And, uh, he worked hard. 
He worked at, on service stations for attendants at service 
stations. We had farm land, so he farmed. It was just whatever 
you could do. You know what I'm saying? My mother basically 
stayed home. 
Brian Foster:  Um, you…are M.B. Mayfield's cousin? 
Gloria High:  No. See, remember I from Smithville. My husband…he's from 
Ecru. He was born and reared in Ecru. And I don't think he's, 
let's see he's related to M.B.'s niece, but it's not by M.B. He's not 
related to M.B. 
Brian Foster:  What, what do you know about the, about the Mayfield family? 
Gloria High: 09:52 Well, I've been friends with Shirley [Shirley Ware, M.B. 
Mayfield's niece] ever since I've moved here. I've been knowing 
her.  
Brian Foster:  When did you move here [to Ecru, MS]?  
Gloria High:  In 1978. Um, we moved here, and that's when I met M.B. 
Mayfield—in '79—I met him. So, uh— 
Brian Foster:  Who, who was he [M.B. Mayfield]? It's a big question, but just 
in your, what you remember and what you remember, it's like in 
your interactions with him— 
Gloria High: 10:24 M.B. was a kind and humble person. That was just him, you 
know. I met him in the grocery store and, uh, and he saw me in 
the store and he had never seen me before. And I think that was 
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about the time he had just moved back from Wisconsin, I 
believe. And, uh, he asked me who I was, and I told him; and he 
told me who he was and, and, uh, that he had just moved back 
here, and he was [indistinguishable]. So we struck up a 
conversation and, uh, and he told me that day that he paints; and 
I said, "you do?" And I thought, "paint? In ecru?" You know, 
this lil' town [laughter]. So, uh, so, uh, and I was buying some 
little groceries, and he was to; and he was getting ready to bake 
something. Now, M.B. was a real good cook. 
Brian Foster: 11:25 Really? 
Gloria High:  He was just talented all around. So he was telling me he was 
getting ready to cook something, and we started talking about, 
and we got to talking about different recipes. So, M.B., uh, told 
me to call him, I was—we would call each other—so I did that 
night because my husband worked at night. So I had twenty 
dollars. I got them asleep. I didn't have much to do. So I called 
him, and we talked about recipes and cooking. So [laughter] 
often, he'd tell me [laughter] all this old fashioned stuff he would 
cook. And, uh, and that's where I met him and…He's such a 
humble person. He was so nice. And so kind! So, uh, we kept, 
we kept friends; and we would call and, uh, he would call me 
sometime and say, "I'm working on something, when you get a 
chance run by here." Well, I'll take off and run by there and see 
what, and he was, he was something, cause he could take old 
newspaper and ball it up and spray paint it. It's a reef [laughter] 
you know, so gifted. He was very gifted. I don't know much of 
what he couldn't do, you know. 
Brian Foster:  First, when you, so you would go over to his place to see what he 
was working on? 
Gloria High:  Mhm. 
Brian Foster:  What do you remember of, of the, of the scene? 
Gloria High: 13:05 I remember all kinds of paintings, you know, people in the field 
and, and uh, I remember, uh, that Elvis Presley bust, he had that; 
and he showed me the painting of Joe Lewis. Think somebody 
said they have that painting somewhere. So, um, I just, he, see, 
he, he painted just old scenes, you know, in the cotton field. I 
purchased two, two paintings from him. It was, uh, two boys; 
and one of them, I said, well, he [M.B.] had a twin brother. So I 
said to him, be, "this must be you and your twin." So he, uh, one 
of them were two boys sitting there on the fishing bank, fishing. 
And the other one was rolling old tires down the road and the 
dust coming up from the gravel road, the dust flying up. So I 
bought those, those from him. And, uh, and when I bought 
them—now this been years ago, but you know, a painting is 
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worth some money—I think I paid him like $25 each for the 
paintings. I couldn't give him, and he said, no. And he probably 
could have made a lot, lot of more money, but he was so just so 
kind. And he just couldn't charge like he should have for his 
work. 
Brian Foster: 14:41 Would he keep, when you would go over, did his place look like, 
have stuff stacked and pushed against, like, was it a lot going on? 
Did he have his artwork up? What did it look like? 
Gloria High:  Oh, it's just a regular house. Some of that art was stacked up 
against the wall. You know, he just painted, and he didn't, look 
like he just didn't take—what you would think—so much pride 
in it. It was just some, some against the wall, he had a few pieces 
hanging up. I remember his mother's—the painting of his 
mom— was hanging up and, uh, he, um, he just, he just wasn't 
no elaborate person because he, he just painted, well, that's what 
he loved. That was in his heart, you know. 
Brian Foster:  Did, um, did he ever talk to you about, or do you, do you 
remember hearing him talk about what motivated him? Like 
what he, what he saw in his art, why he put so much into it? Do 
you…have any recollection of— 
Gloria High: 15:52 Let me see, now M.B. we talked about his work. I know he told 
me he just wanted to paint. He said if a cardboard box, his 
mother had a old carboard or something, he would just get that, 
and he would take berries from the trees and make him some 
paint, and he said he would paint on everything he could because 
that was something in him. He said he couldn't get that out of 
him. He said, "Something in me just make me wanna paint." He 
said, "I painted on everything" 'til finally he got some canvas 
[laughter], he say— 
Brian Foster:  What did he look like? How tall was he? 
Gloria High: 16:37 M.B. was about 6' [six feet] tall, 5' 11" [five-eleven] or 6' [six 
feet] tall, I would say. 
Brian Foster:  Slim? 
Gloria High:  He was stout, he was a stout person. And, he looked very 
handsome in his clothes; and he would always wear his 
sunglasses. And, uh, you know, he didn't have much education, 
but he was well versed. I just can't believe, 'cause he had written 
the history of this Black church where he grew up in. He had 
written the history of that church, and he gave it to me; and I just 
couldn't believe his writing. He could write so well, legibly. And 
he, uh, he had it structured so well. And I don't know if he 
finished high school. I don't think he did. So…I don't know 
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where he got it from. I just don't know. It [laughter] looked like 
the Lord just gave him some of my blessings, you know 
[laughter]. 
Brian Foster: 17:48 [Laughter] Was he… he soft-spoken?  
Gloria High:  Yes. 
Brian Foster:   He was. Soft spoken. 
Gloria High:   Soft spoken. Mhm. 
Brian Foster:  Was he, he was, was he a a church? Was he churchy, a church 
person?  
Gloria High:  Yeah, he, he played the piano during Sunday School. He played 
the piano; and, uh, he was just a gentleman and gentle, you 
know. That's the kind of person he was. 
Brian Foster:  Was he, uh, would you describe him as…a country boy? Was he 
country? 
Gloria High: 18:27 To me he wasn't. I don't know if that's because he lived away a 
while, you know, but he didn't act like; because we would sort of 
laugh about being country, and he said, "You know how these 
people are around here." He said, "They'll see me and ask, M.B. 
I want you to do some drawing for me." He said, "I don't draw, I 
paint!" [Laughter]. And, so we would laugh about stuff like 
that…People around here, didn't care anything about, you know, 
they didn't pay him no attention. They didn't know what he was 
about. They didn't realize what this was. So, I here I come along 
and I buy the two little boys, two paintings and I asked him, I 
said, "Well, MB, I got, I had, I had three daughters, a set of twins 
and my youngest daughter, and I had some pictures.  
   I said, I want you to paint the portraits. And he did. And he did a 
fabulous job with that. So later on, I say, M.B. I want you to 
paint me some flowers, a picture with,  he said, I can't do that 
Gloria. I just can't do it. I said, why not? He said, because I have 
to be in that season. He said, I can't paint flowers in the winter 
time. I said, really? He said, I cannot do it. He said, it has to be 
in the spring or summer when flowers are growing. He said, I 
can't paint a snow scene in the summer. And I said, that's just so 
amazing M.B. So he, he was a true, true artist; but, you know, 
we didn't—the people—didn't think much about it. Cause he 
said, you know, I think he told you the only one in the 
community [laughter] that they ever really bought my paintings, 
a Black person, 'cause they just didn't pay him any attention. And 
people would say, Oh, M.B. always have been drawing on paper 
and cardboard. You know, that's what they would say. And I'm 
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thinking this man can really paint. And he, some of those 
paintings he did, he hadn't had any training, you know. 
Brian Foster:  What do you know about his time at Ole Miss [the University of 
Mississippi]? 
Gloria High: 20:48 Well, he, he told me about that. See, he, I was at his house one 
day, and he got to, he was showing me something, and he said, 
Gloria, you thought, uh—what's his name?—James, uh, 
Meredith was the first Black to attend Ole miss? And I said, 
yeah. He said, well, really I was the first? I said, really? He said, 
yeah. I said, he told me about him, uh, meeting Mr. Purser, when 
he passed down the road, you know, and saw his painting, his 
work on the porch. And he stopped. And he said, and he told me 
he wanted me to go to class over there at Ole Miss, that they 
were going to hire him as a janitor. And he said, Gloria, I would 
go and be, and be in the broom closet, he called it. And he say, 
and I could hear the class talking and, and uh, I could grasp all 
that. 
  He learned a lot by that, but he said, I said, weren't you scared 
they were gon' catch you? He say, you know, that really never 
crossed my mind, he said. He just stayed in the…broom closet. 
But the class, he said…they got crazy about M.B., and they 
loved him, and…they all would work together; and if I can 
remember right, he told me that class got together and sent him 
to, uh, Chicag o to this art festival…to this big art museum, I 
think it was. I believe he said Chicago. 
Brian Foster:  Paid for him to go. 
Gloria High:  Mhm. Helped him go up there. And he said, that was a highlight. 
And you know what I liked about, M.B.? He was born in Ecru 
and, and although he moved away, he wasn't afraid to travel by 
himself. Cause uh, he went other places and, and was it Arizona? 
It's in that story. But, uh, he never told me about that, but he told 
me about him going to Chicago and the class got crazy about 
him. But see, he's had to stay in the closet. 
Brian Foster: 23:06 Did, did he ever share with you or did you get the sense that, 
that, that time at Ole Miss, he was proud of it? Or, or was it, 
"that's just something I did," like, was it not that, did it not seem 
to stand out to him? 
Gloria High:  I don't believe it did. I think he was just so grateful to, to learn 
more about painting, the way I believe what, the way he told it to 
me. Cause he was, he, he's so glad to get to know more about 
that painting, he didn't really. He wasn't that kind of person that, 
you know, just look for all this, but I tell you what he sure would 
be amazed to know that we're trying to put a museum in his 
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name right here in this little town. I can hear him now,  
"can you believe they doing that for me? [Laughter] 
Brian Foster: 24:02 I want to go back to those conversations; you mentioned, um, 
sometime he would call, and y'all would talk about recipes. 
Gloria High:  Recipes! We talked about everything on the phone at night. M.B 
and I would stay on the phone so long. He'll tell me about his 
latest, what he just just painted and everything. And we'd talk 
about, uh, his, when he lived away, you know, and when he 
came back home and he…was really, I know he was past 50 
when he learned to drive. See, he was an older person when he 
learned to drive, and he would get in his car, and I would worry 
about [laughter] M.B. sometime, but he, he got where he could 
drive real good, so we talked about stuff like that and, uh, his 
kinfolk, his brother, he had his twin brother  
Brian Foster:  His twin.  
Gloria High:  …in Memphis, but I didn't see him much. I've seen him a couple 
of times. I don't know if they; I know sometimes they would 
come down, but, uh, he was… such a humble and gentle person, 
you know, to know M.B. So we talked about everything, issues 
of the world and how we've been treated and mistreated and 
everything. We, we discussed all that. 
Brian Foster:  You ever get the sense that. His art, was it, was it an escape from 
some of that… or no, that's not what it was? Was it, was it like, 
how did—I'm trying to think about the relationship between 
growing up, or just being Black in a place like Mississippi? And 
I know he was traveling, he was in different places, but in a 
place like Mississippi in that time, the relationship between that 
and his art—based on what you remember and know of him, do 
you get the sense that there was a relationship between the two, 
that the art was an escape from or a way for him to say, you 
know, "Hey, Black folks can make beautiful things," or was it, it 
wasn't that serious for him? 
Gloria High: 26:32 Well, I don't, I can't recall if it was that serious, not cause, you 
know, ever since he was a child, he was engaged in this painting, 
but it seems that that's all he wanted to paint was Black art….He 
had scenes where people, where, like, kids sitting around eating 
watermelon. He had scenes of people picking cotton in the field 
and, and different scenes of some of everything that go on in the 
country life, see. And he painted all of that. And, uh, he painted 
the Baptistery. He painted everything, and you know what, he 
had them standing on the side of the river, whatever you want to 
call it, where they baptize. And…some people were shouting. It 
was just so amazing [laughter]. And he had all that in his mind, 
see, that was, that was what he could think of. And he has a 
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cousin that lives in Pontotoc, and he remembered her mother. 
And, uh, and he remembered when she was a little baby. So he 
painted a picture of her mother carrying the, had the baby, and it 
was her. And he gave that picture of her, and she was just so 
astounded about it because she had no idea. He, and she said, 
"Oh girl, it's just like my mother." See he, he remembered that. 
So I don't know if he just painted what he remembered in the old 
days. That's what I think most of his were. 
Brian Foster: 28:19 Was he an outside person? So I know he obviously spent a lot of 
time, you know, in his house working on his art, was he, was he 
out in the yard? Was he a gardener?  
Gloria High:  I don't remember him doing a garden. Now, he might have used 
to 'cause, I know, uh, he worked in the field. Cause, uh, he said, 
uh, when Mr. Purser came, stopped by, he was in the field, and 
his mother had to call for him to come, you know? And so, um, 
that really helped him, you know, he was really enlightened by 
that, so. 
  But I'mma tell you, I didn't realize that so many people knew 
M.B., you know, just around the state. And when I mention his 
name, they'll say, "Oh, I remember his name. He was 
something." They remember his name. And, then you'll tell 
them, and they say, yeah. They'll remember him.  
Brian Foster:  What does the M.B. stand for? 
Gloria High: 29:22 You know, I don't know. Now, Shirley [Shirley Ware] probably 
know. His niece. Let me see, do I know? All I have ever known 
is M.B. 
Brian Foster:  I, spent a little time trying to, it may be somewhere on the 
internet. 
Gloria High:  Let me see. His name was M.B., and his brother's, twin brother's 
name was J.D. I don't know if that was [laughter] their names. 
So, they were twins. So. 
Brian Foster:  Can we, tell me about his family? So, he had the twin brother. 
Did he have other siblings?  
Gloria High: 29:57 Yes, he did. He had a sister. Her name was Frazier, and he had 
the twin brother. And he had another brother, you know, of 
course, Shirley's [Shirley Ware] father. He lived here too. And 
he, seemed like he had another brother in Arizona or somewhere. 
And uh, now I don't know exactly how many, but I know he 
would speak of them….Now, his sister Frasier—that was her 
name—she moved from Wisconsin back here, and she lived next 
door to him, and she got a painting, but she would paint mostly 
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flowers, you know? Uh, she and hers looked pretty nice, you 
know? So, it's, they had that gift. They had something within 
'em, you know. 
Brian Foster: 30:43 What about his parents? You know anything about them? 
Gloria High:  Now, I don't know. I don't know anything about his parents. You 
know, he might've mentioned something about his mother a time 
or two; but, uh, when I moved here, his, his—Shirley's daddy—
was living, and Frazier eventually moved back, his [M.B. 
Mayfield's] sister; and like I say, his brother in Memphis came 
from time to time. And I never did see the brother, I think, he got 
in Arizona. 
Brian Foster:  I wrote it down 'cause I wanted to come back to it, 1978 was 
when you moved here.  
Gloria High:  Mhm.  
Brian Foster:  Tell me about that. What brought you here? 
Gloria High: 31:25 Oh, my husband. See, my husband and I met, I was at Alcorn 
State University; and, uh, he came with my brother to pick me 
up. And so that's how we met. And I had finished up, uh, all my 
studies; and I was coming home for the fall, you know, at the 
end of the fall, you know. And, uh, so I met him; and he worried 
me, so I finally married him [Laughter]. 
Brian Foster:  [Laughter] 
Gloria High:  And, and we married, and we were living in Chicago, for a very 
short. He lived there for about 13 years, but after we married, we 
lived there about six months, six or eight months. And he 
worked with the postal service, so we trained, he transferred to 
Jackson; and he wanted to come home. He wanted to move to 
Ecru. He wanted a cattle farm, and he wanted all this. So, we 
moved to Ecru. And, um, so that put me a little closer to my 
parents. So that was alright. So, that's how I got to Ecru. 
Brian Foster: 32:42 Have y'all been living in the same place here since then? The 
same, tell me about that. Tell me about the lay of the land. Does 
the community where you live does that they all have a name for 
that? Like do you, where I grew up, for example, I grew up in 
Shannon, but I grew up in Johnson Chapel. That's the name? 
That's what we called our community. And it was tied to the 
church, Johnson Chapter Baptist church. Was it anything like 
that here? 
Gloria High: 33:07 Naw, I think they called that. I don't know if they always called 
it "Old Field." I don't know if just something Black folk gave the 
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name or what, but that's the, we live in Old Field. It's just right at 
the union County line where we live. And, of course, his folk 
had property. So of course we, uh, built on the property and 
we've been there ever since we moved here. 
Brian Foster:  What was, what was—this a big, a general question—what was 
Ecru like back then? What are some, what, what was like a 
defining, Ecru in the late '70's going into the early '80's, what 
was it like back then? 
Gloria High:  A mess, [Laughter]. No, it was all right. Ecru, was just a average 
little town, you know, and they had they little problems and, uh, 
you know, people stayed in their place....They respected each 
other, and they know how far to go with one another, that sort of 
thing. But, uh, um, they had integrated school too, you know, 
but, um, I believe there's, might've been a little later than ours, a 
year or so. But they had a little trouble when they did. 'Cause I 
remember them telling me about the church, the Black church 
here in Ecru had a, had a outside toilet. 
Brian Foster:  What's the name of the church? 
Gloria High:  Ecru Second Baptist. So it had an outside toilet; and some, some 
people got together and took the toilet and set it in the middle of 
the road, in front of the church. 
Brian Foster: 34:58 Wow. 
Gloria High:  And, so some got upset about that and stuff. And uh, and some 
of, just to hear some of them talk about the first year or two, it 
was sort of difficult for some of them, but I didn't have that 
problem. But, uh, but some of them did over here. 
Brian Foster:  Is [Ecru Second Baptist] the church that, that M.B. wrote the 
history of? 
Gloria High:  Mhm. Yeah. Mhm. 
Brian Foster:  Do you have that? Do you have that? 
Gloria High:  I gave it over to the church?....They should have it....He got it in, 
and it's handwritten, you know. [Laughter]. 
Brian Foster: 35:34 Wow! That's fascinating. 
Gloria High:  So he wrote the history of that. 
Brian Foster: 35:37 So he was, to shift back to him, an artist, a musician, a cook— 
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Gloria High:  Yeah!...A barber, he cut people's hair. Um, M.B. did so many 
things, you know. He's just, he just had it, I mean. 
Brian Foster:  And he was good. He was good at all of it. 
Gloria High:  At all of it. He would cook. He said, "You ever heard of a butter 
roll?" Well, I had never heard of a butter roll [laughter]. I don't 
remember my mother. My mother them might've cooked it, but I 
didn't know it was called a butter [roll. And he say, "Well I'm 
making one of them." He wouldn't make that, he would cook! 
Brian Foster:  What all do you remember him cooking? 
Gloria High: 36:19 Butter rolls and pies. He would cook pies. He cooked some good 
desserts, now he liked to cook desserts, so he cooked, and 
basically he cooked his meals, you know. Vegetables, and 
whatever. Let's see he was a cook, a barber. He was a musician 
at the church. And—what else was M.B.? And he was the artist, 
the painter, you know? So, uh— 
Brian Foster:  Did he have a friend group? Like, who did he run with? 
Gloria High:  He didn't run. It was just him. He, he stayed to himself. 
Brian Foster:  Did he date, did he have any, anybody in his, his immediate, 
beyond like family or even family, who was closest to him? 
Or....he was too himself? 
Gloria High: 37:11 He was [Gestures]. So he was kind of to himself most of the 
time, you know— 
Brian Foster:  Did, uh, beyond this, I'm thinking about how the community 
around him saw him, beyond just kind of dismissing, you know, 
"he draws." 
Gloria High:  [Laughter]. 
Brian Foster:  I can imagine how, I can. 
Gloria High:  Yeah. [Laughter] 
Brian Foster:  [Laughter] I know exactly what you mean [laughter]. 
Gloria High: 37:41 [Laughter] Yeah. That would just tickle him every time. He say, 
"You still doing that ole drawing?" [Laughter] He said, "They 
don't know, this is painting," you know. So, we would laugh 
about that. 
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Brian Foster:  You mentioned that, um, that he was known, especially like, um, 
that you were kind of say like around the state, he was known. 
Gloria High: 38:05 Yeah, now I'm finding this out, you know. I'm just finding this 
out since we started doing this, 'cause we knew M.B. around here 
just M.B. But even when they did the Door Ajar [documentary], 
I didn't know so many, uh, the Caucasian race had this for M.B., 
you know; and every one of them that spoke about him, they 
spoke so highly of him; and he was just that kind of person. And, 
uh, and he did a lot of paintings for, for...everybody in the 
community that wanted a painting. 
Brian Foster:  We don't have to go here if you don't want to you. You 
mentioned that about him. Was that something that was— you 
can let me know if we, if you just rather kind of go on to 
something else, 100 percent fine—was that something that was 
known, like, publicly. 
Gloria High:  Well. People close him, you know. You know. 
Brian Foster:  He didn't want people to know. 
Gloria High:  I don't. Well, we never discussed it or anything, so he might not. 
But, uhh, my husband remember him when they were younger; 
and they'd tell how they would [indistinguishable] [gestures] legs 
and stuff. But, uh, you know, they always said that, and he did 
seem a little feminine, you know, but I, you know, I even, I 
never thought about that, you just, you would just even look past 
that, to know M.B., you know. You know, you would. 
Brian Foster:  What, what are your last memories of him? What were your last 
interactions with him? What were your last interactions with 
him? 
Gloria High: 40:00 Well, let's see. I worked so got where I would work so 
much....See, I went and I wanted him to paint the picture, I told 
you, of some flowers, but then I called him one day and told him 
to, I want him to paint something, I can't remember what it, what 
it, and he told me his eyes were failing like him. And he said, "I 
can't, I can't, uh, get the fine print of it," you know? He said the, 
the little fine tuning I need to, he said, it just looks so messy. He 
said, and I, he said, "I just about quit painting." He had [quit 
painting] about then, 'cause he had started to get older and his 
health was sorta deteriorating a little bit. So, um, but we would 
talk on the phone every now and then. But, uh, that's 'bout the 
last of M.B. Well, no, we would see each other and talk; and 
some nights uh, he might get lonely and he'd call, and we'd chit-
chat, you know. But, uh, he was, uh, he was just a dedicated 
person to what he enjoyed, now he, he just enjoyed that painting. 
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Gloria High: 41:16 So he was dedicated to that. 
Brian Foster:  What did he die from? 
Gloria High:  You know, I don't know. 
Brian Foster:  That's fine. 
Gloria High:  I can't remember, now, he, um, they found him dead in his 
house. So he might've—it's been so long ago—he might've had a 
heart attack, 
Brian Foster:  You know, who found him, was it his family that found him. 
Gloria High:  It was. Hmm. I think it was Shirley [Ware]. I think it was Shirley 
that found him. 
Brian Foster:  What do you remember from, did they, did they have a...funeral? 
Gloria High: 41:48 Yeah, they had a funeral. But, he had, by this time, M.B. had 
joined the Catholic church in New Albany; and, uh, so that's 
where they had his services and all of that. So, um, I think the 
day of his funeral, I had something going on at work, and I didn't 
make the funeral. I made, I came back in time where they had, 
uh, the family gathered together; and I got to see, uh, people, you 
know; but I didn't get to go to his funeral. It was something 
going on with me at work. 
Brian Foster:  I want to go there for just a little while, your work. So what were 
you, You're retired now, right? 
Gloria High:  Right. 
Brian Foster:  You retired from, what were you doing? 
Gloria High:  I was Postmaster. 
Brian Foster:  Yeah? For how long? 
Gloria High:  I was postmaster for 18 years. I worked in the postal service for 
30 years. I, um, I've worked in personnel for years, and they sort 
of did away with that job. So, I went to, became postmaster over 
at Blue Springs [Blues Springs, Mississippi] where Toyota is 
[laughter]. And, I was there for, it looked like, ever, but it was 18 
years as postmaster. 
Brian Foster: 43:01 And you, you mentioned Alcorn. 
Gloria High:  Yeah. 
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Brian Foster: 43:04 What'd you study at Alcorn. 
Gloria High:  Business education. 
Brian Foster:  What are, what are some of your, some of your fon memories 
from Alcorn? 
Gloria High:  Oh don't, oh don't. [Laughter] I had some good times. 
Brian Foster:  [Loud clapping] 
New Speaker:  You ever been to Alcorn? 
Brian Foster:  It's been, you know what, the last time I went to Alcorn, I didn't 
actually go to Alcorn. I was, I think I rode right by the campus. 
Me and my mom. This is at the end of last year [2020], we had, 
we had gone down to Natchez. I was working on a story, 
working on an essay about those Antebellum homes in Natchez. 
And we were going out to see Windsor Ruins. 
Gloria High:  Yeah. Mhm. 
Brian Foster: 43:46 And we passed by the campus, or one of the, the entrances onto 
the campus. That would have been in November of last year. 
Before that I think the last time I was in Alcorn, I was in 
undergrad. I was a student. 
Gloria High:  Yeah. 
Brian Foster:  I pledged. And so that's how, that's how I—. 
Gloria High:  So, what did you pledge? 
Brian Foster:  Sigma. 
Gloria High:  Sigma? 
Brian Foster:  Uh huh. 
Gloria High:  Oh okay. Well. 
Brian Foster:  [Laughter] I saw how you looked at me. [Laughter] 
Gloria High: 44:11 [Laughter] Look, I never did pledge....When I was in college, I 
couldn't afford to pledge. I wanted to pledge A.K.A. [Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.], but I just never did. And I, I kept 
gon go over on the grad chapter and, and, uh, it was one in 
Tupelo and one in Oxford; and I thought, well, you know, after a 
while you get too old, and you don't think about it. But anyway, 
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Alcorn was the place to be, I thought, you know, and it was 
nothing, but a lot of children really from rural areas; and people 
from larger cities sent their kids to Alcorn at that time, so they 
won't get in any trouble because we had to be in the dormitory 
by nine o'clock at night. And we couldn't go back out. 
Brian Foster:  Curfew. 
Gloria High:  Yeah. Which they don't have anymore. You don't know anything 
about that in your college life, I know. 
Brian Foster: 45:10 What was it about Alcorn that attracted you or, or your folks? 
What, what pushed you to Alcorn? 
Gloria High:  Well, I went to Alcorn 'cause at that time I was dating this guy, 
and he was at Alcorn, and he begged me and begged me to come 
to Alcorn. So...I went. 
Brian Foster:  Like, you said, he worried you, so you went. 
Gloria High:  I went—but that wasn't my husband though—but I went to 
Alcorn because of him; and I get down there and he had a girl, 
couple of girlfriends, you know. You know how you guys do. 
Brian Foster:  [Laughter]. 
Gloria High:  So, uh, so I, I just, I just felt right in with Alcorn 'cause it was so 
many kids, you know, we all was from, a lot of us was from rural 
areas. So we all just sat up at night and talked about all those old 
stories. 
Brian Foster:  Eventually, in a minute I want to shift—we at about 45 
minutes—shift to...I got a few questions I wanna ask to wrap up, 
but before we get to those, um, is there anything about M.B. that 
we haven't touched on that you think is important to, to know 
about him? A story, or something about him, or? 
Gloria High: 46:36 Well, I do know. Now, see I was impressed with M.B. So when I 
got to know him and saw all his paintings that he had done, I say 
M.B., I say, "You think we ought to set up yo' art down at the 
library in Pontotoc?" And, he said, "Well, if you want to." If I 
want to, you know, that's how humble he was [Laughter]. I said, 
I'm gon call down there and see. And so, they said, "Yeah!," 
They loved it. So, um, here we go. We hauled paintings down 
there; and they had his paintings on display for a month down 
there. And during that time, around that time, I want to say, he 
wrote this book, The Baby that Crawled Backwards. And, uh, 
and people wanted to, you know, they wanted his paintings. 
People were calling him for more paintings. M.B. sold more 
paintings from that. And then, um, one Black History Month at 
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the church, we recognized him. And he was just, that was so 
exciting for us to recognize him, you know, cause he would say 
stuff, "Aw, they don't care. These people around here don't care 
about my paintings." So we recognized him at the church, and 
the town of Ecru decided, let's do a M.B. Mayfield Day. So all of 
his nieces and, and, uh, his family came from some of 
everywhere, and then it turned out so nice, it did. 
Brian Foster: 48:15 About when was that? 
Gloria High:  Let me, gosh. It's been so long ago. Uh, I just it's been years ago. 
Brian Foster:  Like early early 2000's, or like '90's. 
Gloria High:  That was probably. See, M.B. died in— 
Brian Foster:  I don't know what I'm thinking. Uh huh. 
Gloria High:  Yeah, he, that was probably in the '80's, see, around in the 
eighties when we did all that, mhm. So we, we did show him a 
little love, you know, the community did; and our church did. 
But somehow he, he got upset with the church. I don't, I never 
did know what happened with that. And he, um, he moved his 
membership to the Catholic [church]. 
Brian Foster:  That's when he went to the Catholic church. 
Gloria High: 49:01 And, when they had the, the showing of the Door Ajar over in 
Oxford, some of those members from the Catholic church came. 
They came from New Albany. 
Brian Foster:  Do you know the name of the Catholic church? 
Gloria High:  I don't know what the name of that church is. 
Brian Foster:  I'll find it. 
Gloria High:  But that's church he attended, and that's where he was when he 
died. But, it was quite a few of them came to that; and they 
thought M.B. was something; and they were all white, you know. 
Brian Foster:  Why, why do you think, um, so this work that this is all a part of, 
um, why is it important for a place like Ecru to memorialize, to 
honor the work of, and the person of, somebody like, M.B. 
Mayfield....Why is that important? 
Gloria High: 49:59 Yes, it's important! That's our lil' [Laughter]...As one of our 
Board members say, that, that put Ecru on the map; and it does, 
you know! So since we've gotten into this; and Jeannie, see she 
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been working with all this stuff for years, 'cause through Ole 
Miss. And, and uh, when they appointed me to oversee this and 
Jeannie...got to knowing so many people and...it comes out to be 
so many people, so excited about it 'cause they knew him! That's 
how I found out he was well known. Se, we think this, this 
museum, will bring quite a few people through here, you know, 
and with the help of, Ole Miss, I think that'll just set it off. 
Brian Foster: 50:48 What's the spirit of Ecru. What is the, what kind of place is 
Ecru? Not, you know, small town, Mississippi, all, but, but the 
spirit. Does Ecru have a spirit? Like, what is the spirit of this 
place? 
Gloria High:  The spirit of Ecru. Well, we just a working group of people 
[laughter], you know, we sorta laid back and, and now, um, we 
got Ashley, the big furniture company; and that brings a lot of 
people through here. And now it's sorta changed. You know, we 
were sorta laid back every, we went to church, and we come 
home, and we were neighborly. But now, uh, since it's so many 
people going and coming, it's kinda changed Ecru a little bit. 
And, with this center it's probably gon change even more, you 
know? So we, um, we hope we can make progress. 
Brian Foster:  I think I asked everything. 
Gloria High:  Did you, did you notice the house? Have you looked at his 
[house]? 
Brian Foster:  I was gon ask about that after. I don't know if you have time. I 
want to go see. 
Gloria High: 52:01 Well, see it's, they're still, they hadn't really started working, but 
they have moved the house in place. We're waiting on our funds 
to be released, you know? 
Brian Foster:  Well, I wanted, so I was going to ask, I wanted to go see where 
the house used to be then, like...where he lived, like the part of 
town where he lived. And, and I would like to see, if they've 
already moved the house too— 
Gloria High:  Yeah, to the site, it's just right down. It's right here downtown. 
Brian Foster:  Will you, will you have a few minutes after? 
Gloria High: 52:32 Yeah. Mhm. 
Brian Foster:  Okay. Okay. Um, so then maybe let's, let me, let me ask one 
more time and we can wrap this up. Is there, if we think back on 
what we've talked about, and I know we kind of bounced around 
a little bit, is there, is there anything else, is there anything else 
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that you would want to share, that you, that you think needs to be 
on the record? 
Gloria High:  About M.B. Hmm. Really, I think we 'bout covered it all, you 
know. 
Brian Foster: 53:02 Okay. Okay. All right. Fine.  
Gloria High:   He was a true friend. 
   [Interview Ends] 
 
